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TIME:. Several years in the future. 
A MODERN ATIGONE 
A New One-Act Play 
by Jeffery Elwell, 




PLACE: The country of Blancony, the last bastion of white minority rule. 
Beacu.se the show runs approximately one hour, there will be no intermission. 























Director's Note: A MODERN ANTIGONE was adapted from ANTIGONE by Sophocles with a single intention. I wanted 
to utilize the plot of that play to illustrate a problem that, until recently, plagued too great a portion of the world. That 
problem being an oppressive, usually racist, regime denying basic human rights to all the peoples of any given CO\Dltry or 
state. 
To do this, I transformed the incestuous parents (Oedipus and Jocasta) of Antigone and lsmene into an interracial couple. 
This results in two of the children, Anne and Evan (Eteocles in the original) being lighter-skinned and able to pass as white 
while Izzy and Paul (Polyneices) are darker-skinned and denied the right to vote and take part in the Blanconian. When Paul 
and Evan are killed in a clash between a group of protestors and government troops, the play is thrown into motion. 
The newscasts and correspondent reports and interviews are used to frame the story as we would see it in today's society 
and to provide exposition. 
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WORKSHOP 230 was started in the Fall of 1989 by Dr. Jeff Elwell as a way to involve 
students who were interested in the Theatre but not involved in the productions of any given 
semester. A weekly, two-hour workshop of informal scene study, WORKSHOP 230 offered 
an outlet for the creative expression of the students involved. A MODERN ANTIGONE 
began as an idea in the Workshop and was developed into a long, one-act play by Dr. Elwell 
in conjuction with the students whose suggestions and comments were integrated into the script 
and production. This performance is really still a work-in-progress. As such, it allows the 
students involved in the production to see how a work emerges, what the problems are, and 
how solutions are reached. 
